CAT CLICKERTRAINING

Clicker training usesa precise sound (a click) to tell the cat that he has done something to earn
a reward. Think of the clicker as the shutter of a camer a: you click when you see the correct
"picture" of the behav ior you're training your cat to perform. You immediately give the cat a
treat. Reme mber, those behavi orsthat result in a good consequence for the cat (positive
reinforcement) will mo st likely be repeated. Your cat quickly learns that he can get you to give
him a treat by perform ing a certain behavi or. Clicker training isfun for your cat to train you and
fun for you to train your cat!

Begin clicker training by first help ing your cat associate the sound of the click with a treat. Click,
then give yourcat a treat; repeat five times. Click when he'sin different posiions and when
you're in different postions. Fornow, your cat doe sn't have to do anything to get the treath
these are "freebies." A good indicati on that yourcat understands this association isto click
when he'sdistracted (looking away from you). If he turns hishead toward you when you click,
he probably does associate the click with a treat.

Tip: Don't hold the clicker too close to your cat'sface. Some catsfind thisintimida ting or
startling, and o ther catsfixate on the clicker. Try muf fling the clicker by hiding it behind
your ba ck or in your po cket.

Tip: If you have a sound-senstive cat, the sound of the clicker may be too scary. Try holding
the clicker in your pocket, or wrap it with a handkerchief to make the sound quieter. If
your cat is still frightened of the sound, you can use a visual marker (such as a flashlight)
instead of a clicker.

Tip: Onlyclick once. Always give a treat following the click.

Tip:  When your cat associates the click with a treat, try to "cap ture" a behavior. If you catch
him doing something you like (maybe the way he tiltshishead) click and treat
whenever he does the be havior. You'll find he startsto do it more often in order to get
the treat.

Choose one spontane ousbehavi oror some thing your cat does that you like. Some examples
are ditting, loo king at you, raising a paw orlying on hisbed. Each time you see your cat doing
thisbehavi or, click and treat. You need to be ob servant, and have your clicker and treats
handy at all times. When you catch yourcat doing some thing right, let him know.

Caution: Once you start clicking and treating your cat for a behavi or, be prepared to see the
behavi or often. Don't choo se a behav ior that will bec ome obn oxiouswhen performed
frequently.
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